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LEHEUDRY'S   MISTRESS
rES, I was just saying that you're a fool You seem to think that, if I question you about money and so on, it's because I want to do you out of it. Idiot! Even now you don't realise that by hiding things from me you make everything I take the trouble to do for you useless. Still, your position is clear enough. If I drop you, you know how you will drop, don't you ? Body one way, and head the other, into the basket."
The other turned pale. The hollows under his eyes seemed to spread, as though acid were eating them. He stammered:
" Don't say that!   Don't say that! "
" I've said it now. I'm not going to waste my time pointing out to you all the mistakes you have made from the very beginning. Go on in the same way, and that's how you will end. If they had you on their records, you would be arrested this very night. Thanks to your playing the ass, you will be within the next three days."
" My playing the ass ? " said the other, as though the word suddenly offended him. " I'm not such an ass as all that, perhaps."
" I'm going to show you that you are just as big an ass as you look. The loot - either it's at your place, or it's somewhere else. If you have left it in your room, however well hidden you may think it is, your landlady can find it any time she likes, and you know what will happen then. If it is somewhere else, that means you have entrusted it to
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